GREAT HEDGE BEDSTRAW, Calium moilugo L

253. Great Hedge Bedstraw, Gallum mollugo L. (agg.) (X i);
perennial; stems up to about 4 ft. high, erect or trailing, obtusely
4-angled, smooth or rather softly hairy; leaves usually 8 in a

whorl (half really stip-
ules), narrowly oblance-
olate, rounded to a very <
sharp tip, minutely bristly
on the margin, otherwise
glabrous; flowers numer-
ous in leafy cymes, the
ultimate branches of the
cymes bearing I or a pair
of leafy bracts; pedicels
about as long as the
bract; calyx reduced to
a mere line on top of the
ovary; corolla white, 4-
lobed, lobes spreading
from the base, ovate-
lanceolate, acute; sta-
mens 4, inserted between
the corolla lobes; a nee-,
tariferous ring around
the base of the two
styles, these with round-
ed stigmas; fruit small
and smooth or nearly so
(family Rubiaceae).
Unlike the Cleavers or Goosegrass, Galium aparine L., de-
scribed in Common Wild Flowers, fig, 61, this is a perennial, and
the stems are not, as in that species, provided by hook-like hairs.
It grows in hedges and woods, and has a wide range into western
Asia. ,

The anthers are mature before the stigmas are receptive.
At first the stamens are erect, while the 2 head-like stigmas are
close together, as shown in fig. A (X 3). After the anthers have
shed their pollen, the filaments bend away between the lobes of
the corolla, as shown in fig* B (X 3), when the styles diverge
into the position previously held by the anthers. Thus cross-
pollmation is easily brought about by visiting insects.
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